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FQumv. 18 


The Athenian Mercury. 


a 


Saturday, February 16, 1605. 


Queft. 1. Hat degree does filver bear 
among(t other metals, what are 
z the chief properties of it, and 

’ ’ 


from whence w it that we have 
the greatefl pert 0} it? 


Anfw. Silver is the fineft metalin the world except- 
ing Gold, ‘twill beat very thin, and ftretch in wier 
beyond any fort of metal but Gold, even as fmall asa 
man’s hair. Jt willnot reft, but Cankers a little into 
a pale blew, confumes fome fmall matter in melting, 
‘tis difolvable, like other metals) in Aqua fortis; Anda 
thin plate of it, as a great orleffer piece, rub‘d with 
brimitone and held over a Candle fplits and moulders, 
becaufe ,it is Calcin‘d ; the powder of which paints 
glafs yellow. It chiefly comes trom the Weft-indies, 
and #igk-Germany, being dug out of Mines in an Oar 
not much unlike Lead or Antimony, and the richer 
veins of Lead are faidte have much Silver ia them. 
When this Oar lies open to the Air it fends forth 
fometimes branches like a white mo/s, of pure Silver 
call‘d the Silver tree, and is faid to be imitated by 
fome chymifts who alfo pretend to make faétitious 
real Silver by the lower preparation of their Philofo- 
phers-ttone ; betides which their is a Counterfeit of ir, 
made by whitening Copper, too well known to thole 
{parks amongit us who cheat by falfe plate or mony. 
The touchftone and fire are generally the methods 
‘tis tryed by. A veflel of it incommon ute is long a 
heating, but then preferves its heat as long. 


Quelt. 2. DT fhall not take the way that fome per- 
[x have done, in hopes to gain an Anfwer, by ac- 
cufoe ya of unkindnefs, in not refolving .my Que- 
ry, although perhaps as often [ent as most you re- 
ceive, a with as many Requefts added to mine ; 
but rather conclude, if I patiently wait, I fhall foon- 
er or later be fatisfied by you: And fince I obferved 
in one of your late Mercuries, that you world have 
anfwered a Queftion, if it had again been fent 
jo, and not knowing but.mine may, as well as o- 
thers, be loft in the Crowd, I fall here again re- 
peat itas follows, viz. What are the Opinions of the 
Remonttrants, as to matters of Faith? I beg 
the favour of you to be as full upon it as your Paper 
will permit 5 which will be no [mall Obligation to 
me, and many other of your hearty Friends. 


Anfm, The Remonftrants belseving that the Chrifti- 
an Religion principally confifts in obeying the pre- 
cepts of the Gofpel, they maintain that we muft par- 
ticularly endeavour to fhun all errours which ma 
divert us fram piety, and rhat we ought to inftru 
our felves in the doftrinesof the Chriftian Religion, 
according to the relation they have to the obedience 
which God requires ofus They believe if Chriftians 
were not{o divided as they are, ‘twou'd be futficient 
Only to keep fo this principle, but ince controverties 
have caufed fo many divilions amongft them, they 
look upon it almoft neceflary to examine the impor- 
tance of the controverties, that they may not rafhly 
condemn fuch men, as excluded from faivation, who 
might be as good Chriftians as themfelves. They de 
hot allow of engageing out felves into fuch fubtil 
queftions about which God has revealed nothing to us, 
as whethe;: eternity is fucceffive or mot, about the 
manner of Gods immenfitv, and fuch like. They 
fatisfy themfelves with, propoling divers opinions, and 
hewing the uncorgnerable difhcultics wherein they 
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, . . 
fhou’d involve themfelves let them embrace which 
lide they wou'd, and therefore they conclude it is 


Seana! half aes ‘. o - . e; . . : ; 
enough to believe the ground of things, without its 
! . Yr 

DEINE RECetiary to decide any thiag about the manner 
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or em, determining only in fuch cafes where the 


icripture of our reafon inftru€s us fo clearly that 
~~ > j , . al | . . " 
Cwoud ve impoliible to remain in doubt. They 


maintain in general, that God is net the Author ef 


fin, but fay when mien fin God determines them by the 
concourfe of his providence to will certain things 

which @re fins, and yet without having any part in 

their fins ; becawfe God performs only what is P/yfical 

ia their aétions, and menthe mora? part. In ree 

tothe jin of our firft parents, they fay that God to 

prove their obedience forbid them to eat of the fruit 

of a certain tree under pain of death, which they 
underitand of a temporal and not eternal death, and 
that after they had {uffer’d divers miferies their fouls 
fhou’dbe feparated from their bodies, whereas if they 
had obey’d God they fhou‘d never have dyed. As to 
the effeét that the fin of our firft parents has produced 
in their pofterity , befides the miferies and death 
which we inherit from them, they hold that Children 
are born lefs pure than Adzm was when he was created, 
and with acertain inclination to pleafure and what- 
foever can caufe it, which they do not immediately 
take from Adam, but from their mothers; and that 
this inclination varies according as the defeéts of thofe 
which bare them are different, and according to the 
diverfity of their temperaments. This di/pofition 

being natural to Children,the leaft occafion is fufficient 

to incline them to fin: As foon as they are arrived to 

any knowledge they ardently embrace whatever cre- 

ates them ary pleafure, and avoid pain at any price 

whatever. But whilft they are uncapable of making 

any we of their reafon, the Remonfirants maintain that 

this inclination is not properly a fin, and that itcannot 

arit, eternal death. They farther fay that there is 

nothing criminal in this inclination, after they are 

capable of ufing their reafon, provited they don’t 

confent to follow it when it inclines them € violate 

any of God‘s commands. Concerning the covenants 

which God made with Alrabam andw Mofes, they fay 

the laft was not capable of carrying the //raelites toa 
perfect fanétification, which they look upon to be the 

reafon for making thé covenant of grace ; and that 
‘twas the pure mercy of God which induced him to 

make this covenant with men, whercin at the fame 
time he difcover’d his mercy towards finners and his 
hatred to fin, by pardoning none but through the 
facrifice of his fen. They fay, oar Savieur added fo 
the Laws of Mofes thofe ‘which prohrbit fwéaring, 
putting ne man'‘s wife except for Adultery,afid the” 
command ef loving our enemies, this as hewas'a 
prophet; and that he executed the office of aPrieft 
inthe oblation of the facrifice which hath expiated our 
fins, and the interceffion he now continually makes for 
usin. heaven. Although they affirm that God cou’d 
have pardon'd us, if he had thought fit, without the 
facrifice of his fon, yet they fay he was not willing 'to 
do it, except his fon wou'd offer up himfelf a facritice 
for the falyation of mankind. They maintain this 
doétrine in eppofition to thofe: who believe that Jefus 
Chrift perform‘d no aét of his Prieftly funéion upon 
earth,and ltikewife againft thofewhofay he cempleated : 
his ovlation-upon the Cvo/s.And’they fay he perform‘d 
the office of a King, in that being enter‘d into heaven 
by his own blood, he received from God the powers 
of Converting men, and expiating their fins by 
making them acceptable to God through the holinefs 
te 
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@ wWhichhe guide: them. 


greatnefS, but that God through his mercy, was willing, 
to accept the facritice of his Death for the expiation 


of our fins, and upon his acceunt has remitted that 
punifhment which we merited. They believe, that 


thoie who from this Opinion, accufe them of leffen- 
ing the fatisfa€tion, have not taken their Idea of this 
Sacrifice from the Scripture, but fome School Divines. 
They aficm that both reafon and the Scriptures fur- 


nih them with invincible proofs for this opinton, 
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and fay that herein they agree with Calvin who faid 
+ ral helue Christ deoended alone on the grace 

fnat t maeTigay elu Cprijt « pense. { alon gn ed of C 
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God, and todt 1f we weud oppoje it pmp-y, yu 
felf, to the Fudgmers of God, it woud not avail because 


there is motbiag in min that can merit any thing before 


They look upon predeftination to be only a de- 
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cree of God by which of his geod pleafure, he has 

‘Oolved from all Erercity co ele€t as his, to jurity 
4 


i+ es’ 


(ive all thefe who fhou’d believe in Fefus Chris, 
and till death prefevere in the faith : And o@ the 


contrary to wok upon unbelievers, as rebels, and to 
y > } 3 : . eh - cwrre ’ lee 
damn them if they continued in their incredulity. 
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[his decree they neither look upoa to be election 


Or veprebation, bu » foundation of both which 
God Executes in time, when he choofes for his 
ole thole who aétually believe in Fefus Chrift,and 
sthem when they have perfeveredin the faith : 
i alf when ke behokls the wicked’ as obje&ts of 
wrath, and di thei after they are dead in 
heir impenitency and wickedneis. dhe emon- 
firants believing that thofe who are damn'd, are fo 


through their own fault, fince they are not excluded 
from falvation, but tbrougd their own impenitency ; 
maintaining they might parszke of the fa rifice of Fe- 
fuch Chrift, who was offered for all men without ex- 
ception, the fruits whereof being wiiverfaly applyed 
toall who wou'd believeia him, without which they 
cou'd enjoy nothing of it. In vefped to the heathens 
who have never heard the Gofpel, they fuppote they 
will not be condema‘d for not having believed what 
they never beard of ; and that they fhou’d not be con- 
cema'd to everlasting flames, ifthey made a good ule 
of what light God had given them; confequentiy that 
wemight fuppole. either that God woud fo communi- 
cate to them the benefits of our Saviour’s death, that by 
an ex:raordinary grace he might fave fome of thofe 
who have not known him, not teroug ‘ their own fault, 
but becaule the Gofpel was never preached to them, Or 
that God would dilcover his Word to them by fome 
uncommon method, ashe did to Cornelia the Centu- 
rion: They donot believe the Call of God {0 powerful 
that it cannot be reiifted, tince they hold it does not de- 
ftroy man’s Free Will whereby he is able to turn from 
iny Or CO purfue it, and whereas thofe who are not con- 
verted might be fo if they wou'd; thofe that were, had 
a pemer torefufe it ifthey wowd not. They think 
that tince God gives Laws, to which he has added 
treats and promijes, that he fails not of executing 
aycordme as theic daws are obferv’d or violated, 
ie) he exborts- men to be converted, and prsifes 
chem; when they turn trom their evil ways, and is 
regey wath thoie, chat refu/e-at ; it fuppofes that he 
$ves fq all men a fumicient means to do their 
“uty. 

Tae Remonftrants holl chat God does not in the 
Golpel wequire fuch a perfed obedience as is gever in- 
tertunted, by any im, tv as to threater Eternal death 
ro theft who commit the leaft fault. He contents 
manfelf with requiring repentance, which fuppofes that 
we ‘have offended: him, and does not exclude all fin 
ferithe time to come. but only that of habit. They 
think perfeverance in piety abfolutely neceflary to 
faivanony yet doubt nog bat a mau truly regenerated 
mhay tall from that ftates As to juftification, they 
(ay Gad regards oar obedience, although imperfeét, 
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he RemonStrants alfo hold, 
That Jefus Chrift did not fuffer the pains which we 

. . . = . e 
have deferved, either in refpeét te their duration o! 


as if it were perfeét, in confideration of the facrifice , 
of Fefus Chri, they hold we can never be aTur- : 
ed we fhall be faved how holily locver we live, 

and therefore that St. Paul commanded us to work 

out our falvyation with tear and trembling. 


dovertilemient. 
Froin the Advertifement Office fer fale and 
Exchance of Goods and Encouragement of 


Trade in General. 
Which Office is kept at the places following having 
liens out with the In{cription atoretaid. 

“ya. At the Geerce Jun in the Bwrrough of South 
Wark, ” 

2. At theend of F an-Chw ck-ftreet near Aldgate. 

g. Over again St. Chrifiophers Church in Thread- 
necdle-Greet, near the RoyaleExckange. 

4. The Corner of Aofer-Lane, in Weft-Smithfield, 

s- In Bedford-Court in Bedtor d-Street, Covent-Garden, 

6. At the end of Charles-ftreesy next K ing -fireet- 
Weftminfier. 

A/ Hereas, Divers Eminen: Merchants, Cittzeus, and 

others having fet up the aid olfice, where ail ar- 
tifices and traders, may have recourie with any kind 
of goods, Merchandize, or Maxufattories, from any ot 
the Shires or Towns of England; and hay* the fame 
lurnedor Exchanged into any fort of goods tor the 
better carrying omtheir refpective Trades or factories, 
a; Cloth Silks, Norwich and Canterbury Stutts,Druggets, 
Fiannels,Serges,Stockings,or any othey wrought, or un- 
wrought goods whatfoever of the Growth,and Produét 
ot any of the Countrys and Towns of Evgland ; which 
will not oaly prevent bad debts and the Inconveniency 
of Trading, on Credit and t'me, but will occafion 
quik and repeated returns in lrade te the great in- 
crea‘e ot wealth and riches ; and anfwer the moft ends 
and ufesof money which is as eafily underftood, as 
with Coine by afcertaining and fixing the price of 
goods, after the Standard of Gold and Silver, each 
perfon fetting his value on his {aid goods and entred 
in the books of the office, provided for that purpofe, 
according to the market price ; which is to be per- 
tormed at reafonable rates, as is hereafter mentioned. 
imprims, tor entering, each parcel of one fort, and 
of, aad under thewalueof1o./. 15.64. 

Jiem, For entering each parcel of Goods more then 
the value of 10. 1.2 6. 4. 

Item, All thofe who are willing, to have Tradesmen 
to do work fer Goods, or work of one Trade, for 
work of another, are to pay for Entering their names 
and places of abode. 15. 6 4. 

item, All thofe who want dire&ions are to pay for 
fearching the books,and writing the Dure€tiens at what 
place, or places {uek goods may be kad, each time 24. 

jeem. All thoie who want Ware-houfe room for 
their goods untill they are dilpefed of, are to pay ac- 
cording to their Bulks or quantity at very reafonable 
rates. And thofe that are not willing to fend their 
goods to thofe W are-houtes, the Clerks of the Ofhees 
are to write direttions where {uch goods, &c. are to 
be fhown, that fGeach party may agree together. 

All the Offices are as one Office, with the fame in- 
telligence fent to each other Office every day, as bufl- 
nels comes in, and the books. kept all alike ; fo that 
the fame intelligence that ferves the City, is in the 
Suburbs likewile. 

And a Catalogue of fuch Goods as are entered in 
the hooksare to be printed every week; fo that by 
this method thofe Goods which lay in feveral Traders 
hands may be publifhed to thofe who have otcafiom for 
them; witheut expofing any perfons names but to 
thoic who are willing to buy; where each perfon is to 
pay tor fearching the Books and writing each particu- 
lar directions where {uch Goods are, which is not 
more thea the Recommending ef ene friend to deat ef ' 
Trade with another. . 
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